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Positivo launches E-Blocks in the French market

With multi-sensory tools that stimulate learning, interaction and collaboration, the E-Blocks Learning tables offer solutions for learning Spanish, math and English as a second language.
CURITIBA, 11/28/2008 – The E-Blocks learning tables are used by thousands of children in over 20 countries and now they are available in France. The award-winning solutions by Positivo Informática, the Brazilian leader in educational technology, were presented at Educatec Educatice – The Professional Education Show, which ended last Saturday, November 29, in Paris.
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The Learning tables from the E-Blocks family of products were developed entirely in Brazil, based on scientific studies that have proven the advantages of simultaneously using computers and concrete materials. Each solution consists of an electronic module with optical sensors, interactive software and colorful palm-sized blocks that are easy to hold. The program provides activities with multi-sensory stimuli (sound, visual and tactile). Guided by the software and mediated by teachers, the students work collaboratively in groups of up to six.
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The same methodology is used on all of the Positivo Informática Learning tables which are now available in France thanks to a partnership with the French company Motiv’Solutions, specialized in the distribution of educational solutions. E-Blocks was developed for teaching English as a second language and is now being used successfully even in countries where English is the official language, like the United States and the United Kingdom. E-Blocks Math works with basic math concepts, like patterns, classification, shapes, measures, numbers, operations and logic. E-Blocks English and Spanish are recommended for children between the ages of 4 and 10 and E-Blocks Math for children ages 3 to 8.
Motivating for the teacher, stimulating for the student

The Learning tables promote intuitive learning and come with excellent support materials including exercise books and teacher’s guides with step-by-step explanations on how to get the most out of the proposed activities and also how to use customized material to fit with the characteristics and needs of each class.

Children have no difficulties using the Positivo Informática Learning tables. They are fun and the activities hold children’s interest, they participate in the exercises as if they were playing. “By associating abstract stimuli provided by the software with the blocks, which are concrete materials, the Panels contribute to cognitive development and facilitate learning,” explains Juliano Fornasaro, International Sales Manager of the Educational Technology Division at Positivo Informática.

The Positivo Informática solutions offer dozens of different activities that involve extensive contents. The complete E-Blocks English program includes the active practice of a 1,200-word vocabulary with expressions, divided into five levels that work with phonics, reading, comprehension, and writing in the form of exercises, games and even karaoke. The teacher can select either North American or British pronunciation. E-Blocks Math includes 70 different activities, all featuring likeable characters that talk with the children, explaining the tasks and showing if the results are correct.

E-Blocks is present in countries like Portugal, Spain, Greece, Mexico, Chile, China, India, Slovakia, and many others as well as Brazil, and it is part of the award winning line of Positivo Informática learning tables. In 2005, for example, E-Blocks received the award for the best e-learning solution from the United Nations. This year, it was among the five finalists of the CODiE Awards, from the SIIA – Software & Information Industry Association in two categories: best instructional solution for special needs students and best mathematics instructional solution. E-Blocks has also been awarded the 2008 Worlddidac Award, one of the most important international awards in education.

ABOUT POSITIVO INFORMÁTICA - Positivo Informática (BOVESPA: POSI3) was created in 1989, and today has a strong presence in Brazil and around the world offering the most advanced solutions in technology, from the manufacturing of computers to the development of educational tools. The company has two business divisions: Hardware and Educational Technology. The portfolio of the Hardware division offers a complete line of microcomputers - desktops and notebooks -, servers and printers, and it has been the national leader in the computer market according to IDC (International Data Corporation) for 16 consecutive quarters. To provide technical support for all of its activities there is a technical assistance network made up of roughly 400 licensed companies that provides support to all Brazilian cities, in addition to the Positivo Customer Relationship Contact Center. In the Educational Technology segment, Positivo Informática is recognized for its pioneering work and for the quality of its technology solutions in three areas: private education, public education and retail sales. The Positivo Informática educational solutions are used in 11,269 public schools, 2,742 private schools and can be found at over 900 points of retail sale. Visit Positivo Informática on the Internet: www.positivoinformatica.com.br
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